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the feelings of the Emperor, who was displeased with Husain
*Ali Khan, that Nizamu5l-Mulk did not meet him, or it
might be owing to his own personal grievance. There is no
doubt about the fact that Husain cAli Khan had deprived
him of his rightful position in the Deccan when he was busy
introducing his reforms in the administration and collection of
revenues.

Nizamu'I-Mulk reached Delhi on 13th June 1715. I'timad-
u'd-Daulah (Muhammad Amm Khan) came from Delhi
to receive him and escort him to the Imperial presence.
The Emperor bestowed on him a dress of honour and a
jewelled head-ornament (sarpich). On the day after his arrival,
Nizamu'1-Mulk deposited eleven lakhs of rupees in the Impe-
rial treasury, which sum he had realized as tribute from the
landholders of the Deccan. Qutbu'1-Mulk paid him a visit
and is reported to have said apologetically: "You deserve
the Vizierate more than anybody else, not to mention the
Stibedari (of the Deccan). Amiru'l-Umara's going to the
Deccan had become indispensable in order to quell the up-
rising there. Now any subah you like will be yours for the
mere asking." But Nizamul-Mulk, getting disgusted with the
atmosphere of intrigue at the court, preferred to retire to the
Faujdari of Muradabad Sambhal, where he had his Jagir.1

During his short stay in the Deccan, Nizamu'1-Mulk suc-
ceeded in abrogating the harmful arrangement made between
Zulfiqar Khan and Raja Sahu. Its maintenance was not only
disgraceful to the Imperial authority, but it also tended to
the oppression and impoverishment of the people and the
virtual paralysis of the Government. He regarded it as possess-
ing no validity whatsoever. Nizamu'1-Mulk showed bold ini-
tiative in the stupendous task of restoring all the Mughal con-
quests in the Deccan, and in re-establishing the Imperial
authority, although the Emperor himself was evidently not
enthusiastic for the same, being afraid lest the attempt should
plunge him in a sea of troubles.

Nizamu'1-Mulk showed a masterly grasp of the situation and
an intimate acquaintance with the problems of the Deccan.
During his short stay there, he succeeded in effectively check-
ing the encroachments of the Marathas. He crushed com-

1 Ibid., p. 93; Siyar, vol. II, p. 411.